
Key Stage 2 SATs

Welcome



Today’s meeting

• What SATs week entails
• Scaled scoring
• Common misconceptions
• What can we do to help?
• What if my child is ill?



Monday
11th May

Tuesday
12th May

Wednesday
13th May

Thursday
14th May

Grammar, 
Punctuation and 
Spelling

(GPS - 45 mins
Spellings approx. 
15 mins)

Reading
(1 hour)

Maths Paper 1: 
Arithmetic
(30 mins)

Maths Paper 2:
Reasoning
(40 mins)

Maths Paper 3:
Reasoning
(40 mins)

SATS Week Timetable

Some pupils will have 25% additional time
GPS: 11m15s, Reading: 15m, Arithmetic: 7m30s, Reasoning: 10m



• The tests take place during normal school hours, 
under exam conditions.

• After the tests are completed, the papers are sent 
away to be marked externally.

• The results are then sent to the school in July. They 
will be sent out with end of year reports.



Equipment

Everything will be provided by school



Reading
• The reading test is a 60 minute test with three unrelated, unseen texts. The 60 minutes 

includes reading the texts and answering the questions.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s 
reading.

• During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are tested.

• Children will also be expected to answer questions on authorial choices: explaining 
why an author has chosen to use particular vocabulary, grammar and text features.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require short 
answers, and some require an extended response or explanation.



Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling (GPS)
• A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, which 

lasts approximately 15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary.

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 
questions including some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total 
for grammar, punctuation and spelling.



Sample Questions



Mathematics
• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

• Paper 1 is a 30 minute arithmetic tests, which and covers calculation 
methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, including 
fractions, percentages and decimals.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be expected to 
access some of the more difficult questions later in the paper.

• Papers 2 and 3 are 40 minute reasoning and problem solving tests. Pupils 
will answer questions in context (word problems) and decide what is required 
to find a solution.



Sample Questions - arithmetic



Sample Questions –
Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : reasoning



GPS Number of marks available

Paper 1: questions 50 marks

Paper 2: spelling 20 marks

Total number of marks available 70 marks

Reading Number of marks available

Reading Paper 50 marks

Total number of marks available 50 marks

Paper totals / raw scores



Mathematics Number of marks available

Paper 1: arithmetic 40 marks

Paper 2: reasoning 35 marks

Paper 3: reasoning 35 marks

Total number of marks available 110 marks

Paper totals / raw scores



Scaled Scores
What is meant by ‘scaled scores?’

• 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on 
the scale, either at, above or below 100.

• Each pupil receives:
• a raw score (number of raw
       marks awarded);
• a scaled score in each tested subject;
• confirmation of whether or not
       they met the national standard.

10080 120



Scaled Scores – an example

(These can change each year)



Writing

Writing is assessed using evidence collected 
throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 SATs 
writing test.



I can’t go to my 
chosen secondary 
if I don't pass my 

SATs

Common misconceptions



A healthy, filling breakfast

What you can do to help

Ensure 
children 

have a good 
night’s sleep

Support 
homework & 

revision



What we’re doing to help

Revision support

Targeted interventions



Punctuality

Please ensure your 
child is at school at 

8:30 each day.



What if my child is ill?

• Phone the school as soon as 
possible.

• Don’t let your child talk to 
any of their classmates (or 
via social media/text etc) 
unsupervised.

• Children can re-sit tests 
within a set timeframe.



Things to remember about SATs
SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English.
They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE…, and 
they certainly won’t highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.
Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not 
necessarily by what margin. These thresholds change each year according to 
the overall national performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the 
expected standard’ this year might not be the same as last year.

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career.
In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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