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RWI Storybook/Book Bag Book colours 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Your child has been assessed this half term in-line with our systematic synthetic phonics programme Read Write Inc. This 

happens half-termly and forms part of the information from which we assess children’s reading in Key Stage 1.  
 

Today, your child will have a sticker in their diary to explain what Storybook Colour group they are now in. This colour will 

match the Book Bag Book they will bring home on Friday (not necessarily the book they brought home last week). For many 

children they have made at least expected progress and have moved up to the next Storybook Colour.  

 

What does the assessment involve? 

The assessment requires children to recall the sounds that they have been previously 

taught and to read words that include these sounds – which they can do by decoding it into 

individual sounds and then blending together e.g. k-i-ng…king.  

From Green to Yellow Storybooks, children also have words they need to ‘speedy read’ 

which means they have to read them aloud quickly without sounding them out. From Blue 

to Comprehension, children have a short passage to read within 1 minute and have to read 

a certain number of words in this time to progress. This is known as ‘fluency’.  
 

Why is my child still on the same Storybook Colour?  

If your child has remained on the same Storybook Colour then this means they are not quite meeting the threshold to 

progress. Putting them in the next Storybook group would be quite demanding for them and could further impact progress. 

Ideally, we need school and home to work together to help children reduce the gaps between them and their peers. 

 

We’ve read this book already! Can we have a different book? 

As children move between groups that are aligned with their specific needs, if children are in the same 

Storybook colour group as before, you may find that your child might bring home a book they 

have read before. This will be to support children with their sound knowledge 

gaps to develop their fluency and improve ‘Speedy Reading’ (also 

known as sight-reading). Continue to encourage your child to read it, 

pointing out how much they have improved since last time and 

celebrate their confidence in reading many of the words fluently now.  
 

There are only 10-12 book titles per Storybook colour (a few more for Yellow/Blue/Grey) so if children do repeat a Storybook 

Colour during a term, there is a likelihood that they will re-read some of the same books. We will not change this for any 

children as it links to the Storybook they have read in class. 

 

Children will also bring home a Speedy Word grid like this which is linked to the Storybook 

they will read at school the following week. This opportunity to read and learn new words 

ahead of the lesson will ensure children are more confident and able to better access the 

text in school.  
 

Children at Gossops Green Primary School should read a minimum of 4 times a week 

and write these entries in their home-school diary between Monday and Sunday – this 

includes the Book Bag Book or Big Cats Book, their Free Choice Book (or another shared 

book at home) and the Speedy Reading grid. If they watch any Virtual Classroom videos, this will also count towards it! We 

hope this will add more variety to children’s diet of reading.  
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What is Virtual Classroom? 

You child’s class teacher has sent home some Virtual Classroom links via Seesaw. These are videos you and your child can 

watch to further embed their reading – and most children are able to watch these independently and join in with the video. 

This is particularly helpful to fill any gaps they might have in their sound knowledge, or to help them with Speedy Reading; the 

latter is quite a significant reason that children who have remained in Green Storybook group have not progressed to Purple 

Storybooks yet and so on. These particular links will expire on 2nd January and then we will send out new links.  

 

What sound gaps does my child have? Or should we focus on Speedy Reading? 

Both class teachers and Mrs Williamson (KS1 Assistant Principal/English Lead) are aware of what your child can do to make 

expected or accelerated progress by Christmas so if you have any queries at all – including which Virtual Classroom videos 

would be most suitable, please arrange to speak to one of us.  

 

As a reminder, here are the expectations for Year 1 and Year 2. Once children are ready to, they will move on from the RWI 

Book Bag Books onto a Band 9 or Band 10 Big Cats Book in preparation for Key Stage 2 who also use this reading scheme.   

 

 

Read Write Inc/KS1 Reading Drop-in Sessions 

Shortly, I will confirm dates for two parent drop-in sessions (2:40-3:05) where I will discuss this in person – I will do a separate 

session for Year 1 and Year 2 (but if you have a child in both year groups, you only need to attend one). There will also be a 

recording of the session for anyone unable to attend. We will share the dates via Seesaw announcements and Facebook.  

 

Thank you for your continued support to ensure all children can leave Key Stage 1 proficient in reading and prepared for Key 

Stage 2.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Mrs D Williamson  

KS1 Assistant Principal / English Curriculum Lead  
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