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Thank you to all those who attended 

our Book Fairs this term!  

 

Over £2320.25 was spent across the 

two days on books and stationery.  

 

This has earned our school £1332.15 

to spend on new books – that’s over 

£300 MORE than last year!  

On 27th Feb and 1st March, we held 

two successful Book Fairs after school.  

 

Four Scholastic Travelling Books 

bookcases were set up for children to 

view during the day before bringing 

parents and carers along after school 

to make purchases.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘But we don’t have time to read at home…’ 
 

 
 

What can my child read at home? 
A varied reading diet is key to nurturing lifelong readers.  

As well as a Big Cats scheme book or a RWI Book Bag 

Book linked to their reading level, your child will have a 

‘Book for Sharing (EYFS/KS1)’ or ‘Reading for Pleasure’ 
book (KS2). These may already be ones you have at home. 

Some children might also have words to practise ‘speedy 

reading’ based on their phonics lesson that week. 

 

 

 

Give ‘FIVE’ to reading at home! 
Please ensure reading is recorded FIVE (5) times a week in the Home-School Diary 

‘Reading Record’ with the title of the book (and page numbers for longer texts). 
 

 
Here is a reminder of the stages 

staff will intervene if reading at 

home falls below the agreed 

expectations of Home Learning. 

We understand that parents/carers have 

commitments which can make it harder to hear 

their children read one-to-one five times a 

week and record this reading for us to see. 

For this reason, here are some different ways 

you can help your child to read at home no 

matter how much time you have each night! 

We would ask you to consider setting aside 

time each day for reading, and use your 

judgement as to when to use these ‘quicker’ 

reading opportunities take place of a longer 5-

10min read with an adult. 

We just ask that any reading is recorded in the 

diary for FIVE days between Monday and 

Sunday. This is checked the following Monday. 

 

 

• Just talk about the book (make 

predictions, discuss likes/dislikes, 

retell the story). 

• Older children can record their own 

reading (parents to check when 

they sign the diary each week). 

• Just read a page! It doesn’t have to 

be the whole book every time. 

• Just practise the Speedy Words at 

the front or on the sheet provided. 

• Encourage siblings to read to/with 

each other: two for the price of 

one!  



 
 
 
                            

 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year’s Phonics Screening 
Check is 12th-16th June 2023 

 
 
 

Reading Information Meetings 
This term we had 3 information 

meetings for parents and carers. Over 

140 of you attended to learn more 

about the importance of reading, 

phonics, comprehension, and our 

exciting new decodable Book Bag 

Books for EYFS and KS1. 

 

 

Book Bag Books 
Our new Read Write Inc books have 

been highly successful; staff, children 

and parents have commented that 

their children are more ‘confident 

readers’ since there is an emphasis 

on children reading previously taught 

sounds and words. Please also 

practise reading the A5 sheet of 

words speedily (one second per 

word). 

 

 

Phonics Screening Check 
Each year schools are required to carry 

out a Phonics Screening Check for all 

pupils in Year 1 (and for any Year 2 

pupils who did not pass in Year 1).  

The children read 40 words one-to-one 

with an adult and, often, need to get 32 

correct to pass.  

Half of the words are real, and half are 

‘alien’ words which are nonsense words 

made up of learnt sounds.  

These children will be sent home alien 

words to practise next term, as well as 

continuing to learn their sounds and 

reading them in real words.   

Last year, 86.5% of Year 1 (current 

Year 2s) successfully passed, and 95% 

of the previous Year 1s had passed by 

the end of Year 2. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Paper Plate Winners 
World Book Day 2023 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We loved sharing books 

with some of the 

children from Year 4.  

World Book Day  



  

 
 

In Sunflower Class, we read ‘Not Now Bernard!’ We acted 

like monsters and made some monsters of our own. 

‘I liked going to Year 5, as we read our 

books with them.’ - Ebrima 

 

‘I like reading because it’s fun and it’s healthy for you 

and I liked reading Pip and Egg because it’s such a nice 

story.’ - Louise 

 

In Lavender Class, we read ‘The Carnivorous Crocodile’. We 

practised our acting skills and then created our own crocodiles. 

In Bluebell Class, we read ‘Pip and the Egg’. We 

made our own nest for the tree in the story. 

This term we used several stories to engage our young writers. The children loved 

writing their own version of ‘Oi! Get Off Our Train!’ and designing a pair of skates 

for Mrs Armitage. The children also liked reading about the adventurous Naughty 

Bus.  

World Book Day!  
On World Book Day, each class visited each Year 1 class and explored a different story.  The 

children enjoyed listening to the stories and taking part in a range of book related activities.  

‘I loved reading Oi! Get Off 

Our Train because we 

learnt about endangered 

animals.’  – Jordan  

‘It was funny when Mrs 

Armitage’s bike broke.’ 

– Kashvina  

‘The bus was cheeky 

when it drove through 

the sticky beans.’ -

Daniel  



 
 

                 

World Book Day 

On World Book Day, 

we looked at the 

book ‘Somebody 

Swallowed Stanley’. 

We used this text to infer how characters were feeling, 

the impact rubbish has on the environment and then 

created our own jellyfish out of recycled bottles.  

“We looked at the book ‘Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley’. It was about how a little boy took 

Stanley out of the ocean so the animals 

didn’t die.” – Leyla  

“I enjoyed reading with Year 6 because he 

read a tricky book to me.” – Zac  

“I enjoyed dressing up and sharing stories with Year 6.” – Jamesdean 

“I am reading about David Bowie. I really like him because he loves to 

sing and dance.” – Teddy 

“I enjoyed making jellyfish. We made them so we could re-use plastic 

instead of it going in the ocean!” – Lili 

“I like that we got to share information about out books with Year 6.” – 

Gabriella  

 

 

This term Year 2 have looked at a variety of texts 

to support their writing. Our most recent text 

was ‘The Odd Egg’. The children created their own 

narrative inspired by the book. We were so 

excited when some mysterious eggs arrived in 

school... We even got to see one hatch!   

“I like this book because there is an odd egg. It didn’t 

look like the other eggs but there was a big surprise 

at the end.” – Polina 

“At the start of the story it is sad because the other 

characters laugh but my favourite part is the special 

surprise at the end.” – Mia B  



  

Ye a r 3 l o o k e d a t t h e i r Re a d i n g Ri ve r t e x t ‘Th e Tw i t s’ b y Ro a l d Da h l. Th e y 
we re u s i n g t h e i r i n f e re n c e s k i l l s t o v i s u a l i s e t h e c h a r a c t e r s a n d t h e n 
g e n e r a t e d ‘An t i-Tw i t’ t h o u g h t s t o c h e e r t h e m u p w h e n t h e y a re f e e l i n g 

d o w n. Ba s e d o n t h i s, t h e y p r o d u c e d a p oe m t o re f l e c t t h e i r o w n p e r s o n a l 
h a p p y t h o u g h t s. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

World Book Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Look at how we 
have all evolved on 
World Book Day! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day - Wonder 

Year 6 read excerpts from the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio and practised their reading comprehension skills. They 

also evaluated what makes each of them unique and special by decorating their own Wonder-inspired silhouette. 

 
Here is what children in Year 6 have to say about Wonder and World Book Day. 

6RM “I thought the book sounded interesting because when others made fun of him, he 
ignored them and then his sister helped him.  This shows you should believe in yourself!” 
- Jake 
 
“I really want to read more of this book because we finished reading on a cliff hanger.” - 
Alessia  
 
“I am now reading this book and really enjoying it!  It is one of our Reading River books.” 
– Alyza 

6BB “It was very interesting because it was a boy who didn’t want to be different, but he 
was!”  
- Harlow 
 
“What I liked about it was the main character shared things about his life and he has had 
a tricky life so we could empathise with him.” – Lena 

6AH “I really liked designing our own faces based on the book as it allowed me to be 
creative.” - Keira  
 
“I think it’s a useful skill to see what life might be like for other people and to discover 
what the character felt.” - Charlie  
 
“I loved linking the movie clip to the book – it helped me picture it better.” – Scarlett 

 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Enjoy this fun Easter Bingo! You might create your OWN Easter Reading 

Bingo for your friends or family to complete? 



This Easter booklist features books that celebrate the traditional Easter Story as well as 

stories about springtime, new life, Easter bunnies and chocolate egg hunts. Enjoy this 

egg-cellent selection of the best children’s books for Easter time, featuring cracking 

stories to be given as Easter gifts or to snuggle down with after a busy morning of 

egg-hunting… 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ahead of starting your new topic in January, below we have given some suggested  

texts to compliment your learning in the Summer Term.  
 

EYFS: Our Summer Topic is ‘Growing and 
Changing’. We will be learning about life cycles, 
growing plants and farm animals.  

 
 
Year 1: Our Summer topic is ‘Plant It!, Grow It!, Eat 
It!’ We will be learning about different plants, trees 
and vegetables. 
        

 
                                       
 
 
 

 
Year 2: Our Summer topic is ‘Beside the Seaside’. 
We will be learning about local seaside areas and 
comparing these to those described in stories.   

 

 
 
 
Year 3: Our Summer topic is ‘It’s All Greek To Me!’ 
We will be looking at a selection of Greek myths 
through comparing and retelling them creatively.   

 
 

 

Year 4: Our Summer topic is ‘Traders, Raiders and 
Invaders’. We will be learning all about the Anglo-
Saxons. 

        

          
 
Year 5: Our Summer Term topic is ‘Victorians.’ We 

will be learning about what life was like in the 

Victorian times. We also learn about famous 

inventors and their inventions. 

 

               
 
 
 
Year 6: Our Summer term topic is 'Rainforests’.  We 
will be learning about the classification of animals 
in Science and raising awareness for the protection 
of the planet – specifically rainforests – in English 
and Geography. Our class book will be ‘The 
Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. 

         
               
 

 


